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A Partnership Made In Heaven 
Churches and Faith-Based Non-Profit Organizations 

 

By Jim Gatliff, Director of Missions 

Hunt Baptist Association  
 
     There has never been a time when there were more churches in North Texas 

than right now.  Likewise, the number of faith-based non-profit organizations 

(FBNPO's) serving the region is at an all-time high.  The reasons for the rise of 

both churches and FBNPO's are obvious:  Texas is exploding with population 

growth.  Over the next five years, a population total equivalent to the entire 

state of Oregon will be moving to Texas, and a few thousand of those folks 

will wind up in Hunt and Rains Counties. Tough economic times have 

stretched family budgets and stressed the available social safety net.  There is a 

strong a contagious volunteerism that flows in the veins of Texans as well.  

Thanks to technology and the internet, organizations can find resources, 

publish materials, and communicate with their constituencies easier than ever 

before.  Perhaps most important of all, God has been moving in the hearts of people both to start new 

churches and ministries and to launch new faith-based non-profit organizations.  Many churches have 

focused their attention on ministry beyond the walls of the church and have added a virtual cornucopia 

of new ministries to their strategy plans.  Indeed the Christian community has entered into a golden 

age of ministry opportunity. 

    As a consequence, Christians have more opportunities than ever to volunteer in a Christian context.  

In addition to the classic volunteer roles in a local church--teaching Sunday school classes, ushering, 

cooking food--now believers have literally dozens of options for serving locally in a faith-based non-

profit organization. They can build houses, tutor kids, teach people to sew and cook and weld, mentor 

teenagers, encourage people with addictions, sack groceries, pass out school supplies, counsel 

pregnant women, provide assistance for refugee families, etc., etc., etc.  Likewise, there are now many 

opportunities for Christians to invest financially in organizations doing good work in the name of 

Christ. 

    How should churches respond to the proliferation and growth of FBNPO's? Well, churches could 

just ignore these organizations or only give attention to them when a particular organization meets a 

need or provides a service of benefit to the church's ministry.  They could even view these 

organizations as competitors that could pull away workers and money from the local church. Such 

responses, however, don't seem overly Christ-like or Kingdom-minded. Churches and individuals who 

hold such views also miss out on great opportunities to engage people with the Gospel and impact their 

communities for Christ. 

    If one assumes that both the work of the local church and the work of FBNPO's are a part of God's 

plan, then one should also conclude that the local church and the faith-based organization are never in 

any way in competition with one another.  On the contrary, there should be an atmosphere of mutual 

support and genuine biblical partnership among local churches and FBNPO's in an area.  Churches and 

FBNPO's can be of great benefit and blessing to one another. 

     Community SEEDS is a great example of an organization that seeks to support and enhance the 

work of the local church.  Clearly, that is the passionate desire of Bert and Mary Cooper as they 

provide leadership to SEEDS.  Moreover, their holistic, longer-term approach to ministry can provide 

more services and meet more needs than most local churches can by themselves and has consistently 
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proven more effective in overcoming the challenges of benevolent and restorative ministries. 

     I have personally observed the interaction between Community SEEDS and many of the churches 

of the area, and I can attest to how well the partnership is working.  Local church members have 

become volunteers working in various capacities.  Churches have helped with construction projects 

and fund-raising events for SEEDS, too. Many now see the various activities of Community SEEDS 

as opportunities to mobilize their members to engage people for evangelism and ministry. Likewise, a 

growing number of churches and ministers have found Community SEEDS a trustworthy partner to 

which to refer people in need.  There's no doubt about it.  It's a partnership made in Heaven. 

GED - An Opportunity to Build a Better Life 
 

     Larry and Deborah Cassell are the instructors for the GED (General Equivalency 

Diploma) class hosted by Community Seeds. The free class is an opportunity for people 

without a high school diploma to build a better life.  The class meets every Monday 

night at 6 PM, except for holidays.  Anyone 17 and older is eligible to start on any 

Monday night, since the program is self-paced.  High school students who have been 

kicked out of school or who are on probation and required to take the class can also 

enroll. Others, ranging from 17 to 60 years of age, have attended since the class began 

three years ago. 

     The Cassells are now retired and attend Bull Creek Cowboy church.  After moving to 

the area, they desired to use their experience and backgrounds to volunteer in the local 

community.  Larry and Deborah both worked in the Garland area before retiring.  

Wanting to live in the country, they purchased 10 acres of land east of Lone Oak.  Their ‘livestock’ 

consists of a dog and a cat.  The ’farm’ is a huge vegetable garden and many fruit trees.  

     In the past, Larry worked as an educator for most of his career.  He spent 12 years teaching in the 

elementary schools, then as an Assistant Principal and Principal in three different schools.  Deborah 

had been a geriatric nurse (LVN) working at various nursing homes.  After moving, Deborah began 

looking for a place to volunteer.  She called SEEDS after seeing an ad in the local paper. One of the 

important needs at that time was for a GED class instructor.  The Cassells had the necessary 

experience and were willing to volunteer their time.     

      The program is sponsored by Tyler Junior College, who provides training for the instructors, 

coordination of the program, and all the materials (book, etc) needed.  Since the classes are small, the 

instructors are able to give them a lot of individual attention. The Cassells are team-teaching the class 

with Larry doing the teaching and Deborah handling the paper work, testing and enrollment.  We are 

now excited to have Matt Reynolds available to provide math tutorials.  

     The students work on their own, but receive guidance and can have their questions answered.  On 

the first three Monday nights there is pre-testing to identify the specific areas they are weak and need 

some help. There is no time limit on how long a person can attend the classes, since they proceed at 

their own pace.  Usually it takes the older students longer to complete the material than the younger 

ones, who have recently been in the school system and are use to studying. Subjects covered are 

reading, math, grammar, science and social studies. Writing essays and taking tests are stressed.  Skill 

building and studies prepare a student.  A sample of the GED test is given that is harder than the 

actual one.  As a result, the student should have no trouble passing the actual exam.    

     Older students are also attending the classes because of the poor economy and widespread job 

losses.  Recently some plants have closed in this area and many lost their jobs.  Some people had 10-

20 years of experience, but at the time, they first went to work a high-school diploma was not 

required.  However, now having a high school diploma or GED is a necessity - especially for an older 

job seeker whose experience may no longer count.  

     When the instructors feel a student is ready, they can take the final GED exam.  Several locations 

in the area conduct the exam.  Most of the students go to the college in Commerce or they can go to 

Tyler Junior College.  Larry mentioned that around 30 students, in the last three years, have reported 

that they received their GED diplomas.   

 

Classed are held every Monday night * 6 PM to 8 PM 

 

Larry & Deborah Cassell  

GED Instructors 



 

 

Transitional Housing 
Nearing Completion      

 

 Our two new transitional homes are nearly completed at 306 College Street.  They are 2-bedroom, 1 

bath and will have central heat/air. We are also remodeling two additional homes to be used for 

transitional housing for those with a need for temporary housing. 

The homes will be available for 180 days and the participant must be active in SEEDS programs.  Food, 

clothing and utilities are also provided. 

  

Please be in prayer for the families that will soon occupy these homes that they will become “New 

Creations” in Christ.   

 

If you’d like to volunteer in our transitional housing program, please give us a call. 

 

 

 
 

 

Women of Faith - Coping with Loss  
     

“Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His godly ones ... 

 Psalm 116:15” 
 
     Whether we are facing the prospect of dying or dealing with the death of a loved one, death can be 

devastating. It can sap our energy, change our plans, overwhelm our soul, alter our outlook, test our 

faith, steal our joy, and challenge our assumptions about life’s purpose. 

     As I was growing up and winter was at its fiercest, my mother would say, “God calls a lot of older 

people home in winter.”  I did not value the wisdom of what my mother said until I lost her a few years 

ago.  It was in late January when the Lord called her home.  My mother may have lost her battle with 

her failing kidneys, but because of her strong belief and love for Christ, she won the war. I knew my 

mother had a desire to depart the flesh and be with the Lord, but she also struggled with the thought of 

leaving her loved ones behind.  As Apostle Paul said in Philippians 1:23 . . . for I am pressed by the 

two, having the desire to depart, and to be with Christ, for it is far better.  

     Because life is precious, it can be hard to let our loved ones go when the time comes for them to 

depart this earth. Yet God has set a time when He plans to call us home.  No matter where Christians are 

in life’s journey, their ultimate destination is to “be with Christ.”  This should give us comfort facing 

life’s challenges and peace when other believers leave us for that glorious home Christ has prepared.  I 

know I will see my mother and father again, when I make it to His Kingdom’s shore. 

 

 

Sylvia Witt 

Leader, Ladies Bible Study 

Bertram Cooper 

Executive Director 



 

 

We need not ponder death with fear, 

Though what's ahead we cannot see; 

For we who put our faith in Christ 

Look forward to eternity   

 

Dave Sper * RBC Ministries 

 

     Together with other spiritually grounded women, I am facilitating a ladies bible study here at 

Community SEEDS - “Triumphant Women Ministries”.  We are currently studying the book of 

Esther. Our goal is to provide an environment where women can fellowship through praise, worship 

and bible study.  

 

Every Thursday * 6:30 PM 

 

 “Behold, I Make all Things New!” (Rev 21:5) 

To:  Our Family of Supporters, 

      As we begin a new year here at Community Seeds, we want you to know how thankful we are for 

our family of supporters.  You are an important part of all that is happening here.  For those who have 

supported us for many years and for our new donors, we are very grateful.  There are many needs in 

our area and even with all the programs and aid that is available; Jesus said, “You always have the 

poor among you, and they badly need your help.” Mk 14:6 TLB   

     Therefore, our commitment is to be as effective as possible in helping one person (or family) at a 

time receive the help they need to get back on their feet.   Our guidelines here at Community Seeds 

are biblically based.  Basic education is an important area addressed here.  SEEDS offers many 

classes designed to help a person get a job and then make wise use of their money.  

 

    A happy, productive man or woman results in a better family environment and stable families 

result in better neighbors.  Financially, we can temporarily help change the outward circumstances 

for a person, but there is something else far more important.  Usually there is a spiritual need and 

only a change of heart can stop the poverty cycle.  Our mission is saturated with prayer and a caring 

staff that helps those in need of direction - as well as the necessities of life. 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all (2 Thess 3:18) 

Lynne Holden 

Public Relations 

 

 

RESALE SHOP 
 

 Gently Used Adult & Children’s Clothing * Big & Tall Sizes 
 

 Knick-knacks * Gift Items 
 

 Proceeds from the shop go to help the poor and less fortunate of Hunt and Rains Counties 

 
 Currently Open:  Monday - Thursday, 10am-4pm 

 



 

 

 

 

TEXAS RICE 
Mary Sue Cole  
 

¼  C but t er  

1 C chopped  green  on ion  

4 C cooked  r ice 

2 cups sour  cream  

2-4 oz cans green  ch ilies, chopped  (op t ) 

2 C grat ed  Cheddar  cheese 

1 C cream  st yle co t t age cheese 

1 large bay leaf , cut  f ine 

½  t sp  salt  

Dash  pepper  

Parsley and  pap r ika - garn ish  
 

Saut é on ion  in  but t er .  Rem ove f rom  heat , com b ine w it h  rem ain ing 

ingred ien t s.  Toss ligh t ly t o  m ix.  Bake at  375 degrees, uncovered  in  a 

12x8x2 baking d ish  (2 quar t ) f o r  25 m inut es un t il bubb ly and  ho t .   

Sp r inkle w it h  pap r ika and  parsley bef o re serving. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Health Tips from Carole 

 
TO AVOID THE FLU 
 

1. Get a flu shot 

2. Wash your hands, using antiseptic soap 

3. Keep work areas wiped down (computers, keypads, mouse, desk, phone, door knobs)  

4. Drink fluids 

5. Avoid crowds - if possible 

 
WELLNESS CHECKS: BP, O2 Sats, Glucose, BMI 

 

Monday & Wednesday * 10:30 AM to 2 PM 

Carole Hoff (LVN) 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

NEW CLASSES 
 

 Man-Up (Men’s Bible Study) - “Becoming a Godly Man in an Ungodly World” -  

   Starting:  March 19
th  *  

Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM  

   Teacher: Terry Blankenship, FBC, Greenville.  

 

Women’s Seminar – The Indispensable Holy Spirit 

  Saturday, April 6, 8:30am – 2:45pm 

  Breakfast and Lunch Provided 

  Teacher: Mrs. Evelyn Brod 

 

Certified Nurse’s Aide – Classes coming this summer 

More details to come 

 

A+/N+ Computer Certification Classes – Coming this fall 

 

Guitar and Piano Class - By Request 
 

 
Join a Class  

Please call to register or for more information! 
 

Learn Spanish 

Thursday  

7-8 PM 

Robert Mora - Instructor 

 

Stretching Your Food Dollar 

Nutrition Class * Call to confirm 

4th Thursday of the Month 

10 AM 

Mary Sue Cole - Instructor 

 

Fun & Fitness Exercise Class 

Men & Women Invited 

Tuesdays & Thursday 

10 AM  

Mary Woodley - Instructor 

 

GED Class 

Monday  

6 - 8 PM 

Larry & Deborah Cassell 

Instructors 

 

Math Tutorial 

Tuesday  

* Must be enrolled in GED Class 

5:30 PM 

Matt Reynolds - Instructor 

 

Computer Class 

Tuesday  

6 PM 

Jeff Chandler - Instructor 

 

Welding Class 

Monday-Wednesday * 9 weeks 

8 AM  

* Fees apply 

Terrell Jackson - Instructor 

 

Ladies Bible Study 

Thursday  

6:30 PM 

Sylvia Witt - Instructor 

 

Community Gardening  

Tuesday & Thursday  

* Times vary - please call 

 

Budgeting Class * By Req 

 


